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Course Discussion Items
1.  When conducting a monumented land survey of two or more 
patented lode mining claims that are in conflict with each other, 
must a Colorado Professional Land Surveyor stake the intersections 
of the conflicting mineral surveys? In other words, do the Colorado 
Revised Statutes and/or Board Rules require the intersections to be 
staked? (See Sec. 38-51-102 Definitions (13))

“Monumented land survey” means a land survey in which 
monuments are either found or set pursuant to sections 38-51-
103, 38-51-104, and 38-51-105 to mark the boundaries of a 
specified parcel of land.

2.  How should the land surveyor address the possibility that 
monuments have moved in mountainous terrain?

a. What standard of proof should be applied in these is situations?

b. How should a surveyor reestablish a corner where the 
monument has moved?
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From Colorado School of Mines Masters Thesis by Russell Corn - 1956
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Unnamed Rhodochrosite
Rhodochrosite on Quartz and Pyrite

Nate’s Pocket, Sweet Home Mine - Alma, Colorado
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Sweet Home Mining Group
Containing Nineteen Lode Claims
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Original Mineral Survey Corners and Accessories and 
Monuments Set for the Nineteen Lode Mining Claims 
Comprising the Sweet Home Mining Group
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FIRST INSTRUCTIONS (1886, CO) SPECIFYING A SEPARATE REPORT





















Comparisons of the original survey measurements, Sur. No. 2326, 
retracements of the Everlasting Lode during the surveys of Surs. 
Nos. 7288 and 12063, and a resurvey completed in 2019

Cor. No. 6, Rising Sun, Sur. No. 166 to Cor. No. 4 Everlasting, Sur. No. 2326
N 28°45’ E, 88.58 ft.  (Original survey, 1882)
S 28°35’ W, 95.50 ft.  (Retracement survey, Sur. No. 7288, 1892)
N 28°33’15” E, 95.33 ft.  (Resurvey, 2019)

Line 4-5, Everlasting Lode, Sur. No. 2326
N 25°00’ W, 372.05 ft.  (Original survey, 1882)
N 25°04’ W, 376.50 ft.  (Retracement survey, Sur. No. 7288, 1892)
N 25°4’28”W, 376.72 ft.  (Resurvey, 2019)

Line 5-6, Everlasting Lode, Sur. No. 2326
S 28°45’ W, 1190.29 ft. (Original survey, 1882)
S 28°28’ W, 1204.40 ft. (Retracement survey, Sur. No. 7288, 1892)
S 28°28’0”W, 1205.27 ft. (Resurvey, 2019)

Line 6-7, Everlasting Lode, Sur. No. 2326
S 25°15’ W, 163.08 ft.  (Original survey, 1882)
S 24°47’ W, 167.50 ft.  (Retracement survey, Sur. No. 12063, 1897)

Line 7-8, Everlasting Lode, Sur. No. 2326
S 65°00’ W, 157.33 ft.  (Original survey, 1882)
S 66°47’ W, 170.10 ft.  (Retracement survey, Sur. No. 12063, 1897)
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Unnamed Rhodochrosite
Rhodochrosite on Quartz, Fluorite & Barite (6.4 x 10.8 x 6.8 cm)
19-02 Pocket, Sweet Home Mine, Detroit City Portal - Alma, CO

Photo by Annette Slade



























Unnamed Rhodochrosite
Rhodochrosite on Quartz (8.25 cm x 6.4 cm)

Thanksgiving Day Pocket, Sweet Home Mine - Alma, Colorado

Photo by Stuart Wilensky 









Example - Technical Overlap Between Junior 
Lode and Senior Lode.
This example has the Senior Lode corners as the intermediate 
monuments and both lines are end lines. 
In Colorado prior to 1923, territory and state law mandated lode 
claim widths be no wider than 300 feet. In fact, before 1923 the 
Territory and State of Colorado allowed individual counties to 
determine the maximum width of lode claims.  The counties of 
Boulder, Clear Creek, Gilpin and Summit had a maximum lode 
claim width of 150 feet.  In 1923, the State of Colorado changed 
the width of lode claims to match the Federal width of 600 ft. 
In order for the two claims to share a common end line, the field 
notes and patent for the Bushwhacker Lode, Sur. No. 20591 
(junior lode) must call the Highland Mary Lode, Sur. No. 8411 
(senior lode) corners as being on the Bushwhacker Lode end line. 
Otherwise the conditions in Sec. 10-224 are not met.











In this example, Line 1-2 of the Bushwhacker Lode 
(Junior) as run on the ground should control. Cors. Nos. 
1 and 4 of the Highland Mary Lode (senior) should be 
regarded the same as line trees in a rectangular PLSS 
survey. As such, they are angle points in Line 1-2 of the 
Bushwhacker Lode. While this may seem contrary to 
the requirement that the end lines of lode claims be 
substantially parallel in order to preserve the 
extralateral rights of the lode claim, that does not mean 
that the retracement surveyor is at liberty to ignore 
evidence of the line as run on the ground. 
The resurveyor is not charged with fixing a prior error 
that may impact the claimant's bona fide rights. In this 
particular example, my plat shows the Bushwhacker 
Lode end line (Line 1-2) with two angle points.

















Unnamed Rhodochrosite
Rhodochrosite on Quartz & Tetrahedrite (10.5 x 14.5 x 4.7 cm)

Calcite Pocket, Sweet Home Mine - Alma, Colorado

Photo by Evan D’Arpino



















Unnamed Rhodochrosite
Rhodochrosite and Huebnerite (3 cm across)

Sulfide Pocket, Sweet Home Mine - Alma, Colorado












