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Unnamed 
Rhodochrosite

Rhodochrosite on 
Quartz, Pyrite and 
Tetrahedrite
(11.5 x 9.3 x 4 cm)

Sweet Home Mine
Alma, Colorado

Photograph by 
James Elliott



The Garden
Rhodochrosite 
with Fluorite and 
Huebnerite on 
Quartz
(21.8 cm tall)

Clay Pocket
Main Stope Ext. 
Sweet Home Mine
Alma, Colorado

Photograph by 
Harold and Erica 
Van Pelt



Have These Monuments REALLY Moved
In mountainous terrain, the geologic mass wasting processes 
of frost heave and soil creep are in play.  While a geologist 
knows that stones in sloping terrain must have moved, that 
conclusion is only qualitative with respect to the amount of 
movement.  In other words, the geologist cannot accurately 
predict when and by how much the stones have moved.
As a land surveyor the mere fact that stone monuments and 
their accessories do not match record does not prove 
movement.  Repeated measurements at sufficient time 
intervals is the only way to quantify that movement.  One 
question is what level of proof is appropriate.  Should it be 
substantial evidence, preponderance of the evidence, or clear 
and convincing evidence? I subscribe to the clear and 
convincing standard in this situation.



































































Unnamed 
Rhodochrosite

Rhodochrosite 
with Tetrahedrite
(17.1 cm tall)

Graham’s Pocket 
Fluorite Drift 
Sweet Home Mine
Alma, Colorado

Photograph 
Courtesy of
Bryan Lees



















Unnamed Rhodochrosite
Rhodochrosite on Quartz and Tetrahedrite (10 cm)

Blueberry Pocket, GPR Drift, Sweet Home Mine - Alma, CO



Example of a Naturally Moving Stone

In Colorado, it is not permitted to reference virtual corners. A 
monument must be set at the corner, or a witness corner on 
one of the survey lines (or extension) or two reference 
monuments that are to be set as close as practicable.
Not only is the corner moving, but the two steel fence posts 
and the wooden traverse stake are moving at approximately 
the same horizontal velocity; that being 0.16 ft./yr. The 
movement is due to a geologic mass wasting process; 
specifically talus creep.
Any suggestions on what to name or how to adequately 
describe this naturally moving stone? If not, I coined a term 
that seems appropriate for this situation.



















https://rplstoday.com/wp-content/uploads/wpforo/attachments/4437/3512-DSCN0844.JPG








https://rplstoday.com/wp-content/uploads/wpforo/attachments/4437/3515-DSCN0854.JPG


https://rplstoday.com/wp-content/uploads/wpforo/attachments/4437/3516-DSCN0855.JPG


https://rplstoday.com/wp-content/uploads/wpforo/attachments/4437/3517-DSCN0857.JPG








Unnamed 
Rhodochrosite

Rhodochrosite
(9 x 7.5 x 7 cm)

Good Luck Pocket 
Sweet Home Mine
Alma, Colorado

Photograph by 
Joe Budd



Unnamed 
Rhodochrosite

Rhodochrosite on 
Tetrahedrite
(9 x 13 x 7.5 cm)

Sweet Home Mine
Alma, Colorado

Photograph by
Stuart Wilensky



Another Example of a Moving Stone

Cor. No. 4, Enterprise Lode, Sur. No. 8413



































Unnamed 
Rhodochrosite

Rhodochrosite with 
Fluorite on 
Tetrahedrite
(13.2 cm)

Corner Pocket 
Watercourse Raise 
Sweet Home Mine
Alma, Colorado

Photograph by
Jeff Scovil



































Unnamed 
Rhodochrosite

Rhodochrosite 
with Quartz
(4.9 cm high)

Porcelain Pocket 
Fluorite Raise 
Sweet Home Mine
Alma, Colorado

Photograph by
Jeff Scovil



Google Earth























Alma Queen
Rhodochrosite 
with Quartz and 
Tetrahedrite
(15 cm)

Sweet Home Mine
Alma, Colorado

Houston Museum 
of Natural History

Photograph by
Wendell E. Wilson



ARRRRGGGGHHHH!!!!























Alma Rose
Rhodochrosite
On Matrix of Quartz, 
Calcite, Sphalerite, & 
Tetrahedrite
(45 cm tall)

Sweet Home Mine
Alma, Colorado

Photograph by
Jeff Scovil























Unnamed 
Rhodochrosite

Rhodochrosite on 
Tetrahedrite and 
Quartz
(8.3 x 8 x 6.5 cm)

Strawberry Pocket 
Fluorite Raise 
Sweet Home Mine
Alma, Colorado

Photograph by 
Jeff Scovil



Unnamed Rhodochrosite
Rhodochrosite Twins in Tetrahedrite (3.2 cm)

Pincushion Pocket, Sweet Home Mine - Alma, Colorado



Who the Heck MOVED These Stones
@#@%#$%^$%^
























































